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The following list may help planners who are preparing to take the AICP Certification Examination. Please note 
that the readings are presented with these understandings: 

• No reading list can span the entire range of topics covered by the AICP exam. As a result, this list is not a 
substitute for professional planning experience and education. 

• It is not expected that exam takers will have read all the resources cited. 
• The readings are intended as guidelines only. While many AICP exam questions are based on these 

readings, many are developed from other materials of similar content. 
• Many readings are available for download on the web or in any well-stocked planning office library. 

Those choosing to purchase readings are encouraged to do so selectively. Consider purchases that not 
only help in preparing to take the exam, but also serve as long-lasting references for professional 
practice. 

• Due to copyright, site endorsement, and continuity issues, web links are provided only for readings 
available through the American Planning Association website or a government agency. 

• This reading list was last updated in August 2016 in conjunction with the AICP Certification Examination 
update in place starting with the May 2017 exam window. 

• Those interested in additional APA–published reading lists should consider The Essential Planning 
Library Revisited and 100 Essential Books of Planning. 

Books 
• American Planning Association (ed.). Planning and Urban Design Standards. Hoboken, N.J.: John Wiley & 

Sons. 2006.  
• American Planning Association (ed.) Land Use and the Constitution. Chicago: APA Planners Press. 1989. 
• Arendt, Randall G. Rural by Design (2nd ed.). Chicago: APA Planners Press. 2015. 
• Brooks, Michael. Planning Theory for Practitioners. Chicago: APA Planners Press. 2002.  
• Dandekar, Hemalata. Planner's Use of Information (2nd ed.). Chicago: APA Planners Press. 2003.               
• Daniels, Tom. Environmental Planning Handbook for Sustainable Communities and Regions (2nd ed.). 

Chicago: APA Planners Press. 2014. 
• Ewing, Reid, et. al.  Growing Cooler. Chicago: Urban Land Institute. 2007. 
• Hack, Gary, Eugenie L. Birch, Paul H. Sedway, and Mitchell J. Silver. Local Planning: Contemporary 

Principles and Practice. Washington: ICMA. 2009. The latest edition of what is commonly known at the 
“green book,” earlier editions also contain useful information. 

• Lynch, Kevin, and Gary Hack. Site Planning (3rd ed.). Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press. 1984. 
• Marcus, Natalie. Planning in Plain English, Writing Tips for Urban and Environmental Planners. Chicago: 

APA Planners Press. 2000. 
• Masterson, Jamie Hicks, et. al. Planning for Community Resilience: A Handbook for Reducing 

Vulnerability to Disasters.  Washington, DC: Island Press. 2014. 
• McHarg, Ian L. Design with Nature. New York: John Wiley and Sons. 1995. 
• Shoup, Donald C. The High Cost of Free Parking, Updated Edition. Chicago: APA Planners Press. 2011. 
• Weitz, Jerry. The Ethical Planning Practitioner. Chicago: APA Planners Press. 2016. 

APA Policy Guides 

APA’s adopted policy guides provide a wealth of information regarding issues of importance to planners. 
 
APA Planning Advisory Service (PAS) Reports 

More than 90 reports on various topics have been produced by the Planning Advisory Service since 2000. While 
all contain information valuable to those preparing to take the AICP exam, the following are some representative 
examples: 

• 582. Local Planning Agency Management. Wayne Feiden, FAICP. 2016. 119 pp. 
• 578. Sustaining Places: Best Practices for Comprehensive Plans. David R. Godschalk, FAICP, and David C. 

Rouse, AICP. 2015. 72pp. 
• 576. Planning for Post-Disaster Recovery: Next Generation. James C. Schwab, AICP. 2014. 

https://www.planning.org/pas/memo/2007/mar/
https://www.planning.org/pas/memo/2007/mar/
https://www.planning.org/library/greatbooks/
https://www.planning.org/publications/book/9026750/
https://www.planning.org/publications/book/9026707/
https://www.planning.org/store/product/?ProductCode=BOOK_APTP
https://www.planning.org/store/product/?ProductCode=BOOK_APUI
https://www.planning.org/publications/book/9026706/
https://www.planning.org/publications/book/9026758/
https://www.planning.org/store/product/?ProductCode=BOOK_A64965
https://www.planning.org/publications/book/9026699/
https://www.planning.org/policy/guides/
https://www.planning.org/pas/reports/
https://www.planning.org/publications/book/9101254/
https://www.planning.org/publications/book/9026901/
https://www.planning.org/publications/book/9026899/
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• 575. Planning for Solar Energy. David Morley, AICP (ed.). 2014.  
• 571. Green Infrastructure: A Landscape Approach. David C. Rouse, AICP and Ignacio F. Bunster-Ossa. 

2013. 
• 566. Planning for Wind Energy. Suzanne Rynne, AICP, Larry Flowers, Eric Lantz, and Erica Heller, AICP 

(eds.). 2011.  
• 560. Hazard Mitigation: Integrating Best Practices into Planning. James C. Schwab (ed.). 2010. 
• 549/550. Fair and Healthy Land Use:  Environmental Justice and Planning.  Arnold, Craig Anthony. 2007. 

 
APA Knowledge Center: Applied Research Reports and Guides 

The Applied Research section of APA’s online APA Knowledge Center contains valuable reference resources 
addressing a variety of topics, including these examples available under “Completed Projects”: 

• Family Friendly Communities: “Using Smart Growth and Universal Design to Link the Needs of Children 
and the Aging Population." 2011. 

• Brownfields: “Creating Community-Based Brownfield Redevelopment Strategies.” 2010. 
• Planning for Food Access: “A National Scan and Evaluation of Local Comprehensive and Sustainability 

Plans.” 2012. 
• Arts, Culture, and Creativity: “How Arts and Cultural Strategies Create, Reinforce, and Enhance Sense of 

Place.” 2011. 
• “The Benefits of Street-Scale Features for Walking and Biking.” 2015. 
• Planning for Public Health: “Healthy Plan Making: Integrating Health into the Comprehensive Planning 

Process—An analysis of seven case studies and recommendations for change.” 2013. 
 
Other Resources  

• Planning Magazine 
• Meck, Stuart, Gen. Ed. Growing Smart Legislative Guidebook: Model Statutes for Planning and the 

Management of Change. 2002. Chicago: American Planning Association. 
• Planners’ Communications Guide 2.0. 
• United States Census Bureau: 2010 Census Briefs and Reports. 

 
AICP Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct   

• American Planning Association. AICP Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct. 
 
 
 

https://www.planning.org/media/document/9026629/
https://www.planning.org/publications/book/9026890/
https://www.planning.org/media/document/9008210/
https://www.planning.org/research/
https://www.planning.org/planning/
https://www.planning.org/growingsmart/
https://www.planning.org/growingsmart/
https://www.planning.org/communicationsguide/
http://www.census.gov/2010census/data/2010-census-briefs.php
https://www.planning.org/ethics/ethicscode.htm

